


What is Subdivision  

A parcel of land is divided into two ++ parcels  

OR 

Multiple parcels are consolidated into one or more 
plans 

The Local Government & Municipal Knowledge Base, 2016) 



But what is ‘land’ 

 

 

Under section 3 of the Subdivision Act ‘land’ includes 
buildings and airspace. 

 



How do you subdivide?  

Two Step Process 

 

– Planning & Environment Act 1987 

• application for planning permit (Clause 56) 

– Subdivision Act 1988 

• application for Certification  

 

 

 

 



How do you subdivide?  

MOST require a two Step Process 

 

– Planning & Environment Act 1987 

• application for planning permit (Clause 56) 

– Subdivision Act 1988 

• application for Certification  

 

 



Running Together 

 

• Can the planning permit and certification 

processes run together? 



Running Together 

• Can the planning permit and certification 

processes run together? 

   YES 
Sir Planning Permit 

Sir Certification 

 
However, if a planning 
permit is required for 
subdivision, a plan 
cannot be certified 
before a planning permit 
is issued 



Overview of the process 

Get a planning permit! 

Certify Plan Do engineering works! Get Statement of Comp! Register your Plan! 



Case Study – 6 White Avenue, Romsey 

• 6 White Avenue, Romsey  

(Google Maps, 2016) 



Case Study – What went wrong? 



Case Study – Certification  

– Planning permit and Certification ran concurrently 

 

– Planning permit included conditions tied to the 
certification and Statement of Compliance Process  

 

– EG: Before Certification, conditions such as must be 
met: 

 



Case Study – Certification  

–  Plans are drawn up with regards to the condition and 
submitted to the Referral Authority  

– They then provide the surveyor with the following 
letters: 



Case Study – Do Works! 

 



Case Study – Statement of Compliance 

 

– A Statement of Compliance is not issued until ALL 
conditions of the Planning Permit have been met. 

– Council will only issue a Statement of Compliance once 
it has received a letter from each Servicing Authority 
and a final inspection of the site has been carried out 
by a Council Officer.  

 



Case Study – Statement of Compliance 

 

– Council will only issue a Statement of Compliance once 
it has received a letter from each Servicing Authority 
and a final inspection of the site has been carried out 
by a Council Officer.  



Case Study – What went right?  



MOST subbie’s require a planning permit?  

SOME DON’T.  

– Clause 62.04 identifies classes of subdivisions that are 
exempt from the requirement to obtain a planning 
permit under the planning scheme. 

• But most are to do with public authorities         and utility 
providers  

 

• Or a subdivision which realigns the common boundary 
between two 

– A permit is also generally not required to consolidate 
land unless a zone or overlay includes a specific permit 
trigger. 


